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REFLECTIONS ON THE AIRE – ON STRIKE BY JOHN ATKINSON GRIMSHAW

John Atkinson Grimshaw (1836–1893)
Reflections on the Aire – on strike 1879
Oil on canvas 82.5 x 123cm
Bought from a private collection through the agency 
of Bonhams for £280,000 with a single grant from the 
LAF, using funds from the Patricia Hurst bequest 
This is Grimshaw at his most ‘socially realist’, 
perhaps inspired by Mrs Gaskell’s novel North 
and South which documented industrial unrest 
and strike action. When the artist made what is 
thought to be his first visit to London in 1880, 
the first at least with a view to seeking out new

markets and subjects to paint, it seems that he 
took an image of it in his mind’s eye and used 
it in Reflections on the Thames, Westminster, 
one of his most significant London subjects. 
So-called ‘companion pictures’ where artists 
carried through a narrative line across two or 
even three paintings had been popular in the 
mid century, but had fallen foul of the critics. 
It’s not clear exactly what Grimshaw’s narrative 
was in either painting. What we do know is that 
the times in Leeds, and Hunslet in particular, 
seen across those dark waters, were dire.

Reflections on the Aire – on strike 1879 by John Atkinson Grimshaw (detail)
See cover illustration for full view

OBITUARY

STEPHEN WOOD M.B.E.

Stephen Wood, an LAF member of long standing 
and twice a member of the Committee died 
earlier this year. 

Stephen was a lawyer who for many years 
served as a clerk to the magistrates in the 
Leeds courts. His private passions were historic 
architecture, country houses, collecting antiques 
and raising funds for the Lifeboats which he did 
to great effect for over forty years. He was a 
devout Roman Catholic and took very seriously 
the social obligations which came with his faith. 

Highly sociable, he loved smart parties and 
developed a unique personal formula for 
charitable fundraising which involved persuading 
the well-to-do to make their houses available, 
selling tickets to be entertained there at a 
premium price and banking the proceeds in aid 
of a good cause. All this was undertaken with 
a lawyer’s precision and attention to detail. His 
work for the RNLI earned him an M.B.E. which 
was presented to him by the Queen herself in 
2016. His sudden death leaves a big gap in the 
lives of his many friends.

THE RITCHIE BRASS DISH AT 
LOTHERTON HALL

This brass dish has been in Lotherton’s collection 
since 1992. It was given by Mrs Gwendolen 
Gascoigne, the lady of the house to her 
housekeeper, Phyllis Braithwaite who sold it to 
Leeds Museums and Galleries in 1992. Recently, 
this modest object has been 
the focus of significant 
discoveries about its 
maker, the Gascoigne 
family and their 
Scottish castle, 
Craignish. 

More in the next 
issue of the newsletter

RECENT ACQUISITION

Portrait of Stephen Wood by Alan Flood, early 1990s



NORTHERN FORMATIONS

Northern Formations is a collection of 
responses by writers and artists to the 
unusual proliferation of sculpture across the 
North, through history and in the present day. 
Beautifully designed by Ashleigh Armitage and 
Laure Carnet of Dust Collective, this large-
format book features an editorial by Lara 
Eggleton, three essays by former and current 
Henry Moore Institute Postdoctoral Fellows 
(Marin Sullivan, Rebecca Senior and Rebecca 
Wade), a special re-representation of existing 
work by Ian Jackson, an essay about the ‘Lazy 
Liaisons’ commissioning programme by Lauren 
Velvick and four new paired commissions 
by artists based across the North of England 
(Bethany Stead and Amelia Wood, Norman 
Payne and Shonagh Short, Anna FC Smith and 
Kerry Tenbey, and Joshua Hart and Niloo Sharifi).

The publication is funded by the LAF, the Henry 
Moore Foundation, Arts Council England and 
the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society. 
It is published by Corridor 8 at £10.00 (£12.00 
including UK postage). Use this link for further 
details: https://corridor8.co.uk/publications/
northern-formations/

STOLEN GOLD BOXES RETURN TO TEMPLE NEWSAM

NEWS

HENRY MOORE INSTITUTE DISPLAY

Temple Newsam recently welcomed the return 
of seven gold snuff boxes which were stolen 
thirty-one years ago. The boxes are French, Swiss 
and German 18th and 19th century examples, 
decorated in enamel, precious and semi-
precious stones. They were part of a group of 
twenty-five given to Temple Newsam in 1939 
by Frank Harris Fulford. In an overnight burglary 
they were stolen in 1981.

Details of the stolen objects had been lodged 
with the Art Loss Register, an organisation 
that keeps a database of stolen art which is 
consulted by the antiques trade and museums 
to ensure they are not handling stolen art. 
Subsequently, when the unsuspecting and 
completely innocent owner of these seven 
boxes put them up for auction, the Art Loss 
Register matched them to their database.

Although Leeds City Council had received an 
insurance payment for the theft, the insurers, 

Archive Lives Part 2: Documenting Women’s 
Sculptural Practices in Britain 1963–1993
Until September 2022

Archive Lives explores the position of women 
working in sculpture in the changing artistic 
landscape of Britain in the latter half of the 
twentieth century. This is the second of a two-
part display showcasing important holdings 
relating to women’s sculptural practices in the 
Henry Moore Institute and Leeds Museums and 
Galleries’ interdisciplinary collections. 

One of the major hurdles to researching women’s 
contribution to the field of sculpture is the 
lack of accessible archival material. The Archive 
of Sculptors’ Papers, which is developed and 
managed by the Henry Moore Institute in a 
unique partnership with Leeds Museums and 
Galleries, provides an important resource in

Likewise, the Art Loss Register generously 
provided their services pro bono. It is planned 
to display the boxes in the Bullion Rooms at 
Temple Newsam in the coming months.

Municipal Mutual Insurance Ltd, generously 
waived their rights over the boxes, as did the 
previous owner. This enabled them to be 
returned to Temple Newsam free of charge. 

this area, housing personal papers, photographs 
and sketchbooks.

Archive Lives Part 2 presents the work of five 
women who attended art school in the 1950s 
and 1960s and were connected through selected 
galleries and exhibitions in the 1970s and 1980s: 
Shelagh Cluett (1947–2007), Liliane Lijn (b. 1939), 
Kim Lim (1936–1997), Wendy Taylor (b. 1945) and 
Gillian Wise (1936–2020). Celebrating a diversity 
of practices, this display provides a space to re-
evaluate women’s contributions to sculpture in 
Britain over a period of thirty years.  

Archive Lives is programmed alongside the 
Henry Moore Institute Research Season 
Researching Women in Sculpture which runs 
until September 2022.

Archive photograph showing Wendy Taylor’s Gazebo 
1971 in process in the artist’s studio in Stepney Green
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NEW PUBLICATION

Victorian keystone by Rebecca Wade



EVENTS

PROGRAMME
SEPT 2022 – FEB 2023
By the time this issue of Leeds Art Calendar reaches 
you, we will have held our first AGM at Temple 
Newsam since 2019. For members able to attend, we 
do hope you enjoyed the day. Further information 
will be in the next issue of Out & About, and 
for anyone who missed the chance to purchase 
Professor Ann Sumner’s recent book on the sculptor 
Mitzi Cunliffe, copies of Mitzi Cunliffe: an American 
in Manchester can still be obtained from The 
Modernist website (the-modernist.org).

Our autumn events programme is detailed below: 
there’s a film screening looking at the historical 
role of art dealers; new insights into Jacob Kramer’s 
portrait of Malachi Whitaker; and an opportunity to 
visit the Textile Archive at Sunny Bank Mills (home 
of the recent Sewing Bee broadcasts). Early in the 
new year we will visit the University to view Henry 
Moore’s Bridge Prop on loan from Leeds Art Fund. 

All events can be booked online via Eventbrite. If 
you don’t use email, please call 07930 371298 to 
reserve your tickets. Booking is on a first come, 
first served basis, please don’t forget as places are 
limited for live events. Some events will be open 
to members of other local organisations where we 
have a shared interest: next year, marking Leeds 2023 
Year of Culture, we plan to celebrate with more 
joint activities.

Out & About emails will continue to keep you up to 
date each month with news of forthcoming events, 
occasional treats and articles of local interest. We 
have undertaken a lot of work to update the e-mail 
distribution list in recent weeks, so please get in 
touch if you aren’t receiving it regularly.

THURSDAY 26 JANUARY
IN CONTEXT: HENRY MOORE’S THREE PIECE 
RECLINING FIGURE NO. 2: BRIDGE PROP 1963
PARKINSON BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 
2 – 4PM

Leeds Art Fund is a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation registered number 1171891

Three Piece Reclining Figure No. 2: Bridge Prop 1963 by 
Henry Moore (Courtesy Henry Moore Foundation)

EVENTS PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 
QUINNEYS FILM SCREENING 
UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 3 – 5PM 

Quinneys is an entertaining film about a fictional 
early 20th century Yorkshire antique dealer, 
based on a 1914 popular play and re-imagined as 
part of a research project forming part of the 
Year of the Dealer. The film screening will be 
followed by a Q & A session with producer and 
LAF chair Mark Westgarth and director George 
Rodosthenous.

Cost £10 for LAF and FUAM members 
Booking www.leedsartfund.eventbrite.co.uk

PATRONS AND 1912 CLUB MEMBERS

An early evening gathering on 14 June saw 
Patrons, 1912 Club members, LAF Trustees and 
others meeting for a special introduction to the 
Townley Commode, purchased earlier in the 
year with funds from the Hurst Bequest. It was 
a great pleasure to be able to resume another 
of our more ‘normal’ activities and everyone 
enjoyed the summer evening at Temple 
Newsam. 

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER 
OUT FROM THE SHADOWS: MALACHI 
WHITAKER AND A PORTRAIT BY JACOB KRAMER
HENRY MOORE LECTURE THEATRE, 
LEEDS ART GALLERY 1.30 – 3.30PM

Valerie Waterhouse, contributor to the recently 
re-published anthology of Malachi Whitaker’s 
short stories, will explore the writings of the 
woman dubbed the ‘Bradford Chekhov’ and the 
making of her portrait, in conversation with 
Nigel Walsh, Leeds Art Gallery curator. The 
portrait was recently acquired with support 
from Leeds Art Fund and the Friends of Leeds 
City Museum.

Cost £10 LAF and Friends of Leeds City Museums 
Booking www.leedsartfund.eventbrite.co.uk

THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER 
TEXTILE ARCHIVE AT SUNNY BANK MILLS
SUNNY BANK MILLS, FARSLEY, NEAR LEEDS 
10AM – 1PM

Still in the original family ownership, Sunny Bank 
Mills has been transformed from its origins in 
1829 as a woollen and worsted manufacturing 
mill into a cultural and business destination 
with a textile archive of national importance. 
Our visit will include a tour around the mill 
and an introduction to the Textile Archive with 
its complete record of cloth samples from the 
1880s till production halted in 2008.

Cost £10 LAF members 
Booking www.leedsartfund.eventbrite.co.uk

Courtesy University of Leeds 2021

Introduction to the Townley Commode, Temple Newsam

Portrait of Malachi Whitaker c.1936 
by Jacob Kramer (1892–1962)

Patrons and 1912 members are asked to note 
that the planned event at Dean Clough has 
been re-scheduled for the autumn. The visit will 
include studio visits, lunch and site tours, with 
all further details to be mailed directly.

We will meet at the Parkinson Building for a 
talk about this major bronze by Moore, currently 
on loan to the University from the Leeds Art 
Fund. This will be followed by a session with 
Ruth Burton from the Special Collection team 
about the current project to document the 
Herbert Read Bequest (funded by the National 
Archives).

Cost £10 LAF and FUAM members 
Booking www.leedsartfund.eventbrite.co.uk


